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Plenty of Work Ahead for the

There are Many Reforms NeedeJ and
Among Them id the RevlHion of

the Election Lawn.

I notice that a good many suggestions
are .being made through the newspapers
as to what legislation is needed at the
coming session of the territorial legisla-

ture. What is needed most is a general
revision of all the laws of the territory.
If this should be done intelligently, it
would be of more benefit than all the
work of any session of the legislature
yet held in New Mexico, but in view of

the possible admission of the territory
into the union, it is not likely that any
thing of the sort will be attempted at
this session.

A complete change should be made in
the election laws, beginning with the
registration law. The expense of regis
tering voters is five or six times as great
as it ought to be, but it is hardly possi
ble to reduce the expense under the
present system of registration. The
poll lists might be made from the asses
sor's roll and a provision might be made
for voters to swear in their votes if their
names should inadvertently be omitted
from the poll books. The present sys-

tem of recording and counting the votes
is entirely too antiquated to be used in
the United States. As every one knows
who has served as a clerk of election, the
votes might be counted in half the time
that is now required, if the poll books
were arranged differently. Additional
safeguards should be provided to pre-

vent election frauds which are entirely
too common in some of the counties of
the territory.

The law passed by the last legislature
reducing fees and salaries, which will go
into effect on the first of next month, is a
good law as far as it goes, but additional
legislation is needed on this subject.
There is no reason why public officers in
New Mexico should receive such large
salaries as they are now getting. For
more than ten years the sheriff of this
county has received, on an aver-

age, nearly double the salary of
the governor of the state of New

York, the largest and wealthiest
state in the union. These high salaries
have only tended to corrupt the politics
oi the territory by making it possible for

candidates for office to spend large sums
of money in the campaigns. Let the
salaries of all public ollicers be reduced

to a point where candidates cannot af-

ford to spend a small fortune in a cam-

paign and there will be less corruption
in politics.

The law in relation to the election pf

county commissioners should be changed
so as to have one or more members of

the board hold over. If such a provision

were made, there would always be one

or more members of the board familiar
with the affairs of the county and the
interests of the puplic would lie better
subserved.

There are many other laws which
ought to be passed, but it is to much to
hope that the legislature of the territory
will pass all the needed legislation at
the coming session. Lx.
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The Georgetown Masonic lodge has
elected the following officers for the com-in- e

year: Alexander McGregor. W. M.:
in a hurry Knuckev, S.

treasurer;

ding, J. W.; J. S. Dawson, secretary;
George V. Yates, treasurer.

Tramps are Incoming very bold at
Deming. Several attempts have been
made at burglary there recently but so

far there have lteen no very large losses.

A good rain fell here on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday of last week.

Several train loads of cattle have liccn
shipped from Deming this month.

The Silver City
TEN : CENT : STORE.

Drives in DRY GOODS and CLOTHING !

Special Bargains in LADIES', GENTS'
and CHILDREN'S UNDERWEAR.

DOLLS AND TOYS OF ALL KINDS FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Also a full line of GLASSWARE and CROCKERY.
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